Child Safety Statement

1. Name of college: Colaiste UISCE

2. Type of service and principals to protect people from harm
(A brief summary about our services, what we do and our commitment to protecting
children):

Colaiste UISCE is an outdoor pursuits centre and an Irish college where lIrish is taught in
a vibrant, professional and safe manner through both land and water activities. We
strive to create a positive Irish learning environment. We show respect for the rights of
others and for their safety and make every effort to conduct ourselves in a positive and
cooperative manner.

Colaiste UISCE recognises the importance of the ‘Children First: A National Guide to the
Protection and Welfare of Children’ published by the Department of Children and
Affairs, a copy of which is provided in the office.

Colaiste UISCE management believe that sports, activities and accommodation must be
provided in an environment that is safe and positive for everyone. Child protection must
be at the forefront of Colaiste UISCE policies. Training courses are provided for relevant
staff members at the beginning of each season.

Child protection is at the forefront of the college’s policies and procedures and along
with relevant training of all staff members. A synopsis of the main points from Children
First are included in all employee handbooks. Child Protection training is provided to all
staff members; teachers, bean an tis, instructors, prefects, kitchen staff, housekeeping
staff, administrative staff and bus drivers.

3. Risk Assessment

We have assessed any potential for harm to your child while using our services,
including the area of online safety in the case of internet access. Below is a list of the
areas of risk identified and a list of procedures for managing those risks.



Identified Risk

Procedure in place to manage the identified risk

Risk of harm to a child due
to inappropriate access /
use between a child and
another child or adult

The college has a comprehensive policy and risk assessment in
place to prevent incidents of this nature. There is a strong emphasis
placed on active supervision and a supervisory rota is maintained
for all breaks on both UISCE sites. In addition, we have
implemented a specific programme called ‘Inis Dainn’ (Tell Us) in
the college. As part of this programme students are introduced to
staff members and encouraged to “Tell Us” if they are experiencing
any problems or encounter anything that makes them feel
uncomfortable. The children are introduced to the system on the
first night in the college and again in the accommodation. ‘Inis
Duinn’ posters are displayed in the centre and in the guest houses.

Risk of harm to a child
staying in the centre
accommodation

The college has a yard/area supervision policy to ensure that
children are properly supervised while arriving to and leaving
sessions, during breaks and in relation to specific areas such as
toilets, changing rooms etc. Anti-bullying, child protection, fire
procedures, illness & accident procedures, safety & first aid
courses are provided for staff. Notices are posted around the centre
and in the guest houses regarding our ‘Inis Duinn’ policy. The
college has a code of conduct in place for all staff and implements
a positive behaviour policy for students called ‘MEAS’(Respect).
The college also operates a discipline system for students to deal
with any behaviour issues that may arise.

Risk of harm due to bullying

The college has a comprehensive anti-bullying policy which is
regularly updated. The college has a positive behaviour policy for
students called ‘MEAS’(Respect) where students are encouraged to
show positive behaviour towards their peers. Also ‘Inis Ddinn’
notices posted around the centre and the guest houses. Students
are also asked to complete a questionnaire regarding bullying
during a two-week course. One of the teaching staff has a daily
meeting with the senior leaders and a daily report is received from
the bean an tis.

Risk of harm in
accommodation/mealtimes

A supervisor training course is held each year. The bean an tis have
a training night before the start of the season. They receive a
handbook and posters regarding: Child Protection, MEAS, ‘Inis
Didinn’ and the college rules. There are ‘Inis Dainn’ notices in the
accommodation and dining areas. One of the teaching staff has a
daily meeting with the prefects and a daily report is received from
the bean an tis.

Risk of harm
travel/movement

during

A supervisor travels on the big bus before dinner and after the céili.
The prefects travel on the bus and on the road to and from the
houses.

Risk of harm to vulnerable
children or children with
specific needs

Parents are requested to inform the college in advance if their
son/daughter has a specific need. The course principal and the
relevant supervisors are made aware of any vulnerable student or




students with special needs. An individual mentoring plan is
devised where necessary and staff are asked to assist in ensuring
the child settles in and is happy. Daily meetings take place with
prefects and the bean an tis daily reports daily.

Risk of harm due to
inappropriate access/use by
a child of computers, social
media, phones and other
digital devices while at the
college.

Student phones are collected from students on the day of arrival.
They are returned daily for a period of 20 minutes after dinner. They
must be used in the dining room/ living area and in sight of
staff/bean an ti. Telephones are not permitted in the bedrooms or
changing areas or anywhere else in the centre or in the guesthouse.
Students are not allowed the wifi on Gaeltacht courses. (They are
permitted during group seasons depending of the school.) Other
technological appliances are not allowed.

Risk of harm to a child by a
member of staff

The college complies with the requirements of Garda vetting
legislation to relevant DES circulars in relation to Garda vetting and

protection is provided to all staff members.

4. Procedure
Colaiste UISCE’s Child Protection Statement has been developed in accordance with the
requirements of the Children First Act, 2015 Children First: National Guidance, and Child
Protection: A guide to Tusla’s Policy, Procedures and Practice. In addition to the
procedures listed in our risk assessment, the following procedures support our
endeavours to protect children using our services from harm.
e Procedure for managing allegations of abuse or misconduct against
workers/volunteers in respect of a child attending the college;
* Procedure for recruiting and selecting suitable employees and volunteers to work
with children ;
e Procedure for the provision of and access to child protection training and
information, including the identification of incidents of harm;
e Procedures for reporting child protection or welfare concerns to Tusla;
* Procedures for maintaining a list of persons (if any) in appropriate service who are
mandated persons;
e Procedures for appointing an appropriate person for the role of Desighated Liaison
Person (DLP);
e A copy of the Colaiste UISCE's Child Protection Statement has been made
available to all staff, new members and local host families;

All procedures listed are available on request.

5. Implementation

We recognise that implementation is an ongoing process. Colaiste UISCE is committed
to the implementation of this Child Protection Statement and the procedures that
support our intention to keep children safe from harm while using our service. This Child
Protection Statement will be reviewed on 1/6/2024 or as practicable as possible
following any material change in relation to anything to which the statement refers.

recruitment. In addition, induction training regarding child




SiniG: Ciaran O Murchi
(Bainisteoir Stitrtha an Cholaiste)

Ainm agus Sonrai Teagmhala an Bhainisteora: __
Ciaran O Murchu, Colaiste UISCE, Cuan Eili, O.P. an Chlochair

For inquiries, please contact the Designated liaison Person

Designated Person: Ciaran O Murchi

Phone: 09782111

Email: __ ciaran@uisce.ie

Contact details for the Designated Liaison Person and Deputy Designated Liaison
Person:-

Designated Liaison Person

Name: Ciaran 6 Murchu

Phone: _____ 09782111

Email: ciaran@uisce.ie

Deputy-Designated Liaison

Name: __Roisin Nic Grianna

Phone: 09782111

Email:___roisin@uisce.ie

(Amended 1/6/2021. To be reviewed 1/6/2024)



RAITEAS CAOMHNAITHE LEANAI

1. Ainm an Cholaiste: Colaiste UISCE

2. Cineal na seirbhise agus prionsabail chun daoine a chaomhnu 6 dhiobhail
(achoimre ghearr ar an méid ata i gceist lenar seirbhis, an méid a dhéanann muid agus
ar ngealltanas chun leanai a chosaint):

Is Colaiste Gaeilge agus lonad Eachtraiochta é Colaiste UISCE ina muintear Gaeilge
bheo bhriomhar go hanamuiil, go proifisitinta agus go sabhailte trid eachtrai ar muir is
ar tir. Déanann muid sar-iarracht suiomh dearfach foghlama Gaelach a chothu. Léirimid
meas ar chearta agus ar shabhailteacht a chéile agus déanaimid gach iarracht muid
féin a iompar ar bhealach dearfach comhoibritheach.

Aithnionn Colaiste UISCE tabhacht an achta Tus Aite do Leanai 2015 agus dearadh an
polasai caomhnaithe leanai UISCE ag teacht le ‘Tus Aite do Leanai: Treoir Naisitinta um
Chosaint agus Leas Leanai’ ata foilsithe ag An Roinn Leanai agus Gnéthai. Ta coéip ar
fail san oifig.

Ta cosaint an phaiste chun tosaigh i bpolasaithe an cholaiste agus reachtailtear cursai
insealbhuithe chun an oilitint chui a chur ar fail don fhoireann ar fad chomh maith le
hachoimre & na priomhphointi a bheith curtha sna lamhleabhar éagsiila. Déantar
insealbhu leis na baill fhoirne ar fad; muinteoiri, mna ti, teagascoiri, cinniri, lucht na
cistine, lucht ti, an fhoireann riarachain, tiomanaithe bus an cholaiste ina measc.

3. Measinu Riosca

Ta measini déanta againn ar aon phoitéinseal do dhiobhail do leanbh agus iad ag baint leas as
ar seirbhisi, lena n-airitear i réimse na sabhailteachta ar line i gcas rochtain ar an idirlion. Ta
liosta thios de na réimsi riosca sainaitheanta agus liosta de na nésanna imeachta chun na rioscai

sin a bhainistiq.

Riosca Sainaitheanta

Nos imeachta i bhfeidhm chun an riosca
sainaitheanta a bhainistiu

Riosca diobhala leanai mar gheall ar
rochtain/dsaid neambhoiritinach idir
leanbh agus leanbh né duine fasta
eile

Ta polasai agus measiinu riosca cuimsitheach curtha | bhfeidhm
ag an gcolaiste chun eachtrai ciram leanai a sheachaint. Ta an-
bhéim curtha ar fheitheoireacht ghniomhach sa cholaiste agus
rota feitheoireachta do na sosanna ar fad don da suiomh. Anuas
air sin, ta coras “Inis Diinn” i bhfeidhm sa cholaiste. Cuirtear na
paisti ar an eolas faoin gcoras ar an gcéad oiche sa cholaiste agus
aris sa léistin. Ta fograi Inis Dlinn crochta san ionad chomh maith
le na tithe loistin.

Riosca diobhala do phaiste faoi
chidram an bhri

Ta polasai maoirsithe don chlés/ait sigartha ag an gcolaiste le
cinntill go ndéantar maoirsii cui ar leanai le linn an teacht le
chéile, scor agus sosanna eile agus i ndail limistéir shonracha
amhail na leithris, seomrai feistis srl. Reachtailtear clrsai
traenala don fhoireann ar fad, mar chuid den traenail sin
clidaitear na polasaithe; bulaiochta, cliram leanai, déiteadin,
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tinneas & timpisti, sabhailteacht & céadchabhair. Ta fograi
crochta timpeall an ionaid agus sna tithe ldistin maidir lenar
bpolasai “Inis Ddinn”.

Riosca diobhala de bharr bulaiochta

Ta polasai cuimsitheach frithbhulaiochta ag an gcolaiste &
déantar uasghradu rialta air. Ta polasai ag an gcolaiste maidir le
dea-iompar dearfach ar a dtugtar MEAS chun tacii leis an scolairi
meas a léirili da chéile. Ta fograi crochta maidir lenar gcoras “Inis
Duinn”. Bionn ar a laghad dha cheistitichan bulaiochta curtha ar
na daltai le linn clrsa coicise. Bionn cruinnit laethiil ag duine den
fhoireann teagaisc le na hardchinniri agus faightear tuairisc lae 6
na mna ti gach uile la.

Riosca diobhala de bharr léistin agus
beathu na bpaisti

Reachtailtear cursa traenala don lucht feitheoireachta gach uile
bhliain. Bionn oiche thraenala ag na mna ti. Faigheann siad
lamhleabhar agus fograi; Ciram Leanai, MEAS, Inis Diinn,
Rialacha an Cholaiste. Ta fograi crochta maidir lenar gcoras Inis
Duinn. Bionn cruinnii laethtil ag duine den fhoireann teagaisc le
na hardchinniri agus faightear tuairisc lae 6 na mna ti gach uile
1a.

Riosca diobhala de bharr taisteal agus
gluaiseacht na bpaisti

Bionn ar mhaoirseoir taisteal ar an mbus moér roimh dinnéar agus
tar éis an chéili agus bionn cinniri ar an mbus agus ag silil le gach
grapa sna tithe.

Riosca diobhala do phaisti a bhfuil
leochaileacht/riachtanais shonracha
acu

larann muid ar thuismitheoiri muid a chur ar an eolas roimh ré
ma ta riachtanas faoi leith ag a mac/inion. Leagtar amach plean
meantoireachta faoi leith nuair is ga, cuirtear an fhoireann ar an
eolas a bheith ar an airdeall ag cinntiii go bhfuil na daoine faoi
leith sin socraithe sios agus sasta. Bionn cruinnithe laethula le na
hardchinniri agus tuairisc lae 6 na mna ti.

Riosca diobhala mar gheall ar
rochtain/dsaid neamh oirilinach ag
leanbh ar riomhairi, meain shoisialta,
foin agus gléas digiteach eile agus iad
ag an gColaiste

Bailitear na guthain agus tugtar ar ais iad ar feadh 20 néiméad
tar éis an dinnéir. Caithfear iad a (said sa bhialann/seomra sui, i
radharc . Nil cead aon ghuthan aon ait eile san ionad na sa teach
conaithe. Nil cead wifi a thabhairt do na scolairi ar na cursai
Gaeilge. (Bionn cead le linn séasir na ngripai ag brath ar an
scoil). Cosc ar fhearais teicneolaiochta eile.

Riosca diobhala do leanbh ag duine
de phearsanra an Cholaiste

Cloionn an Colaiste le riachtanais reachtaiocht
ghrinnfhiosriichain an Gharda Siochana agus le ciorclain cui an
ROS i ndail le hearcaiocht agus grinnfhiosrichan an Gharda
Siochana. Anuas air sin, déantar oilitiint ionduchtaithe le na baill
fhoirne ar fad maidir le caomhnii leanai.

4. Nésanna Imeachta
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Forbraiodh ar Raiteas Caomhnaithe Leanai de réir na riachtanas faoin Acht um Thds Aite
do Leanai, 2015, faoi Tis Aite do Leanai: Treoir Naisitinta, agus faoi Cosaint Leanai: Treoir
do Pholasai, Nosanna Imeachta agus Cleachtas le Tusla. Chomh maith leis na nésanna
imeachta a bhfuil liosta diobh inar measiinu riosca, ta na ndésanna imeachta seo a leanas
mar thacaiocht dar riin chun leanai a chosaint agus iad ag baint leas as ar seirbhis:-

e Nos imeachta chun bainistil a dhéanamh ar liomhainti drochlisaide né mi-
iompair in aghaidh oibrithe/oibrithe deonacha i leith linbh ag freastal ar an
gColaiste;

e Nos imeachta chun oibrithe agus oibrithe deonacha a earcu agus a roghnu ar
bhealach slan chun obair a dhéanamh le leanai;

e Nos imeachta le haghaidh solathar agus rochtain ar oililint agus eolas
caomhnaithe leanai, lena n-airitear sainaithint ar eachtrai diobhala;

e Noésanna imeachta chun abhair imni cosanta no leasa leanai a thuairiscii do
Tusla;

e Noésanna imeachta chun liosta a choinnedil de dhaoine (mas ann doibh) sa
tseirbhis chui ar daoine sainordaithe iad;

e Nosanna imeachta chun duine cui a cheapadh agus ta Duine Idirchaidrimh
Ainmnithe (DIA) ceaptha ag coiste stitirtha an cholaiste;

e Ta coip de Raiteas an Cholaiste maidir le Cumhdach Leanai curtha ar fail do gach
ball den fhoireann, do gach ball nua agus do na teaghlaigh aitidla;

Ta na nésanna imeachta uile sa liosta ar fail ach iad a iarraidh.

5. Feidhmiu

Aithnimid gur proiseas leantinach é an feidhmit. Ta ar seirbhis tiomanta d’fheidhmit an
Raitis Caomhnaithe Leanai seo agus do na ndésanna imeachta a thacaionn lenar rin
leanai a choinneail slan 6 dhiobhail agus iad ag baint leas as ar seirbhis. Déanfar an
Raiteas Caomhnaithe Leanai seo a athbhreithnia ar ___1/6/2024
é sin n6 chomh praiticiil agus is féidir tar éis aon athrii abhartha teacht anios i ndail Ie
haon rud da dtagraionn an raiteas.

Sinia: Ciaran O Murchi
(Stitrthoir an Cholaiste)

Ainm agus Sonrai Teagmbhala an Stiarthora: __
Ciaran O Murchu

Colaiste UISCE

Cuan Eili

0.P. an Chlochair
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| gcas fiosruithe, déan teagmhail leis an Duine Cui faoin Acht um This Aite do Leanai,

2015
Ainm an Duine Chui: Ciaran O Murchii
Fon: 09782111

Riomhphost: ___ciaran@uisce.ie

Ta sonrai teagmhala an Teagmhalai Ainmnithe agus an Leas-Teagmhalai Ainmnithe ar

fail thios:-

Teagmhalai Ainmnithe

Ainm: Ciaran 6 Murchu

Fon: 09782111

Riomhphost: ciaran@uisce.ie

Leas-Teagmhalai Ainmnithe

Ainm: __Rdisin Nic Grianna

Fon: 09782111

Riomhphost: roisin@uisce.ie
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